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HAVE ſometimes con. 


7 By © ſidered the ready Af 
ent which the cm. 
on and illiterate Peo- 
— ple give to the Do- 
« Qtrine of the Trinity; as delivered by 
« the antient Gentry of Nice : And for 
_ Which they have orthodoxly contended, 
at Times, with all the World, © It 
* ſeomy--difficule to place it to any Ac. 
OG B count, 


bis count, fave this, hat l is phase in 
* humane Nature,” by the Prejudige of 
* and maintained by humane 
Engines. But here I caution my Readers, 
not to make too- haſty or too natural a 
Tranſition from hepce ta the Abſurdi- 
ties of the Turkiſh Alcoran, or the Ne- 
 ligion of the Brach aus in the al. 
Indies. 
« This gives me an Occaſion, to ex- 
« amine your late notable Enquiry, 
« whether this Myſtery is not manife- 
4 fted by the Light of Nature; and if 
ſo, whether *tis neceſſary, at great 
Expence, to maintain Crafts-Maſters to 
teach and inculcate this natural Diſco- 
very, any more than Eating, Drinking, 
Sleeping, Walking, Talking, Cc. 

4 The Light of Nature, I confeſs, 
4 manifeſts, to all Men, a firſt Cauſe,” * 
or Cayſa Canſons, (as the Sahool. 

Men ſay) by arguing from the Et 
fects to the Cauſe; but whether this 
firſt Cauſe, by an unayoidable Neceſſity, 
was obliged to beget a Second Cauſe, as 


* Cauſe fine qus au, from whence a 
a Third 
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hin] Canſe was neceſſarily d Pro- 


ceed; and whether the BWT TEN 


and PROC EE DIN G Firſt and Second, 


don't imply h meter, are mils ; 


Lou, Sir, wery rightly obſetve in 
4 Humant Nature one great Perfection 
PF is, that it ſubſiſts in more Perſous than 


* One * rr 1 obſerve meant 


W 101 hat One ef the a Pleafores 


af. Humane Nature ſubſiſts in; and ho- 


en more Sexes than One. ny 
85 1 hat ** Perfe&ion of i 


£7 Potoer:Conlifts, Subſifts I aun — in 


weak Perigns "ſun One, 
\To prove ay Second W I 


| hand three old Saws uſed in our ROY 


__ many Years, - 


i ii ne 3 


101 17 Vi. anita — 10 8 
12, Multorum manibus, de. 
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3. Two (you: perhaps read it Three) 
leads are baue, n Hertz „883 
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Bub here Iprctelt, with boch Hands 


? 


rer! all nice Diſtinctions, as fearing 


you'll not admit the Force of them, 
and fay theſe T rx rr ave but ONE; 
and tho? they are diſlintt in Sound, yet 
they ate not divided in Senſe: But I 
aver they are THx x E, the Product ef 
two Soils at vaſtly different Times. ' 
„ Now as it is the Perfection of Hu- 
che Potwey to ſubſiſt in more Perſons 
ce than One, | becauſe it multipliesi the 
Number, Strength, Wind, Noiſe and Braſs, 
 befidesmany other Preroga 
% multiplied Subliſtance,?” do as the Old 
Woman did, take your Dog to Market, 


and call in to your Aſſiſtance S MPE, 
TR P, SEA, and bre 
all, becauſe tefore all, the Great Maſter of 


Cups and Balls, Mr. Lawes,: Ranfack 
Water and Land, and ſee if your uni- 
ted Force of Number; Strength, Wind, 


| Noiſe and Braſs, c. can anſwerathe 
foregoing Queſtions; but let me enter 
r 2 


my 


tives of the 


Nu; 
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1 
my Caveat againſt all Authoritative og 
Traditional Subtilties and Diſtinctions; 
for as your Enquiry is whether they can 
he proved by the Light of Nature, 1 
ſhall foſiſt that they are proved. by the 
Light of Nature. 

And ſince the Hupnane Nature has 
be this Perfection, and ſince there can he 


4 no Perſection in the thing cauſed 


&. which was not firſt in the Cauſe, we 
&. (but how rightly) fay the Divine 
Nature has this Perfection, and does 
ſubſiſt in more Perſons than One.“ 
guad erat Demonſtrandum. | 
From hence give me leave ta infer, 
that to make this Perfection ſtill greater, 
we may multiply the Number of 
PERSONS. And this ſhews what ex- 
cellent Modern Divines the Old Romans 
would have made, who raiſed the Per- 
fection of their Divine Nature 13,333 
times higher than the Great St. A T 4- 
NASLtUs, or his Followers. For my 
Part, Iam aſhamed of your Stingineſs, 
When a Man is in the Humour of multi- 


_-Plyang, let him 80 on. 19 P85 
10 Lou 


fi EO 

„ You are very right: where you fay; 
4 That Which diſtinguiſhes one Perſoh 
from another is the Perſonal Prapriety; 
or ſomething peculiar ro:tabh — 
& and; not common to any other, ſuch 
e. g. as a Squint Eye, Crook d Back, & gc. 
to Which L will add Priority and Poſte- 
ribrity in the Courſe of Appearance, itli 
many other Ind ications; which makes me 
| wonder ydu ſhould reduce them to but 
One, namely Origination, of which you 
fy. there are but three Sorts in Humane 
Nature. Admitted. The firſt Perſoh 
muſt, Ay Mus x, have been created; 
right and conſequentiy is (was you 
mean) not BRCGOTTEN ; very right 4. 
gain: Nor did he any other Way Pxo- 
nE from it; W o far 478. 
Now the ) 
Second Humane Perf Got ought that 
” appears to the contrary; may havebeeh 
made out of the Body of the Firſt; and 
therefore tho not BEHR by, yet 
« may have'/PRocEeDED from, Huteth 
Nature” I confeſs this Argument to me 
no uy — concluſive of che Queſt 
on 


tr 


on now debuted amongſt us; yet 1 don't 
know, but as tis the Rule amongſt you 
Nbrecianc to read that Language back- 
wards, ſq it may likewiſe': to begin 
your Arguments at the wrong End 0 
_ too return. 
_.» Ply! MR HI Gs, whar's kene 
of yaur mighty Zeal for the Honour of 
an Haly Hiftory ? Methinks your “ For 
s, zobat appears tothe contrary,” feemsto 
be very faint and languid, nothing like 
your Bluſters for Moſes and the old Wo- 
2 and then your May have 
geen, Wc. ſeems weaker and weaker, 
| Why it looksas if you deſigned to come 
on my Side of the Table, and my Side of 
the Queſtion too. I expected, learned 
Friend, to have ſeen that Sentence ſtand 
thus, Mus r, ay. Mus 1, in Capitals. 
Then as for your Negatten and Proceeded, 
I doubred not to have ſeen them alſo di- 
ſtinguiſned from the reſt of the Words, 
in Size, if not Colour, as being Es A- 
BL1s#? Terms of Art amongſt the 
Maſters of Modern Arithmetick. _ 
« The 
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4 The Third Humane | Perſon muſt 


te have beenBegotten,” and ſo undoubted- 
ly he was, as well as the athand 5th, and 
ſo on to the It Night's Job; but how 
(from theſe Premiſes) you conclude, 
therefore there can be but three Perſonal 
Proprieties or diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
| one Perſon from another, I ſee not. But 
to weaken the Force of that Ergo, I ap- 
peal to the whole Town, if they think 
the facetious Grammy has not, or the late 
humble Shoe«cleaner at the HorſeGuards had 
not, other Perſonal diſtinguiſhing .Pro- 
prieties beſides thoſe abovementioned,z.e. 
 Unbegotten, Begotten and Proceeding: © 
My Dear Friend, in your Exceſs of 
good Humour, you next ſhew us the 
Perfection of Humane Nature lies in ha- 
ving theſe; Perſonal Diſtinctions. I per- 
ſwade myſelf you do not mean thoſe e- 
minent ones in the two Inſtances above- 
mentioned. And as I have already 
ſuppos'd you do not mean theſe re- 
markable perſonal Proprieties inſtanced 
before; therefore, I muſt look for what 
* do, and I find yu ſaying it 
will 


51 


Ein appear to be aperfection inHumine 
Nature, to have theſe tliree Perſonal 
Froprieties. It muſt be allow'd; _ 
1. To create Du into a Rumans 
4 Body, is A Perfection of that Daft,” 1 
own this Aﬀertion (without entring les 
4 Phyfical Enquiry of the Matter) will 
bear a great Debate, if we are allow'd 
to prodiice our Authorities for what we 
might ſay from the Pulpit or the Pillory 5 
the former I am ſure has furniſhed us 
with many Hours talk upon the Miſe: 
ties, Pains, and Anxieties, to which 
Duſt, ſo modified, is prone, and many 
old Womei and ſplentric Religioſos have 
| confirin'd all this Viva Voce; even that 
great Inſtance of Patience, J on hitn ſelf, : 
(God only knows if the Story is true, 
for *rwas a great way off, and a long 
while ago) ſomewhere wiſhes His Duſt 
had continued Duſt, or in his own 
Words, that he bad never been torn; 
and if tlie viſionary Complaints of all A- 
ges had been faithfully committed to Pa- 


ö per, I preſume we ſhould have had Au- 


thorities ſufficient to have over. ruled 
your fingle Aſſertion. 4E 2. 
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2. As. to the Second, if the Woman. 


had been created of the more perfect ars 


of the © more perfect Subſtance,” is 
would have been much. better for us 
Men, ſay - ſome Waggifh Husbands. 


3. “Jo be begotten by both,” does 
not argue -a greater Perfect ion, ſince. 
: whatever. Degree of Imperfection is con: 


tain'd in either, a Shave of it muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be convey'd with what you call 


the Animal Spirits of Bath, for we know 
the Liquor will have a Smatch of the 


Cask; beſides this the Parſon agrees,that 
the Begotten and Proceeding too, bring 
ſo much Imperfeckion away with them, 


that they won't undertake to waſh it off, 
without being well paid for their Pains; 


„ And therefore ſince it has been” aſſert · 


ed and ſubſeribed too, That a Unit does 


ſubſiſt in more Numbers than Oze, it is 
now evident theſe Numbers are Tec, 


becauſe the © 4/inft Figures by which 


4 theſe Numbers are diſtinguiſh dare three, 


4 viz. I, 2, 3. Quad erat Demanſirandum.. 
My Friend, I perceive you have now 


bound 


quea'd the other End of Jour Glak, and 


bs 
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tou d out ſome huperſecHons in the Per: 


Dictincriens of Humane Kind, 

weh I ſee you are yu n to re. 
move: Come on then -- 5 

1ſt And adly. Theo of che many Im- 
Per diene ofthe Humane Perſonal Pro- 
prieries or Diſtinctions may be Crook 
Backs and Squint Eyes; remove theſe, 
and *ris poſſihle the Woman may prove 
a perfect Toaſt, and my an) a yy | 
pretty Felle w-. 
' 3aly, A Thwd Inperfiftion in ie Hu- 
'& mane Perſonal Proprieties is, that One 
« is older,” much older than Another; 
remove this, * and the old Perſon be- 
; comes brisk andiairy, and I am perſuad- 
ed many a ſtaid Matron will let you par- 
'rake wy the Benefit: even Irhe'humble 
Auxlior will not be ungrateful; for I pro- 
feſs I labgur much under the Imperfec- 
tion ef riority of Thane,” or. the Women | 
_— unjuſtly. 

Lou are ſo very Civil, Sir, in Sling 
ew Imperfections in the Perſonal diffe- 
rence of the Humane Race, that we muſt 
be thankful · to you for it, as well as for 

| C2 lend. 


fl | 
lend ing us your kind Aſſiſtance to * 1e. 
grove em; hut fear if I was to examinę 
further, I ſhould figd you call the very 
Differences that Nature (or the God of 
Nature) has wiſely made hetwixt Per- 
ſons and Things for Diſtinction ſake, Im- 
| perfectians, and are willing to have em 
remov'd., Why, I will tell-you what, 
remove all theſe Differences, we will fair 
ly own. Three Perſons are really Oue; 
but till you do that, as L have learnt at 
the Writing- School, I will continue to 
aſſert, that Once Oye is not Three, and 
Three times One ars more than Ou 
Ion with you, that the Capacity | 
i of * begetting a Son like my ſelf” (be- 
ing 4 very pretty Fallow ) and the 
| Pleaſure i in ſo doing, ff was a Perfecti. 
on“: Andſ as to your en being re- 
0 ſembled only 1 to a Unity, you're very 
right ; ; - nay, I agree wits you. entirely, 
learned Sir, that the ©, Multiplication of 
this Unity“ by its ſelf, and producing 
Three „is an ImperfeRion”; *; I was go- 
ing to add Contradiętion, Inconſiſtency, 
pad a Het deal more. But Mum! 


6c The 
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1 
# Ahe Light of Nature therefore, as it 
« manifeſteth the Exiſtence” and Being 
of Perſons and Things; © ſo if we 
7 purſue qur Argument from the” Sub- 
ordination of the © Effe&”, in Point 
= of Time, to the Priority of the « Cauſe”. 
we ſhall find by. the Light. of News 
that the Cauſe muſt be before the Effect, | 
and that Iam ſome Years older than my 
Son. But perhaps you may argue that 
the Materials whereof my Son is made, 
as well Outſide as Lining, were repoſi- 
ted in the great Lumber.- Houſe of Na- 
ture, and made Co- eternal with mine. 
I can't tell what to ſay to that, having 
never been concern'd in a Lumber-Oſſice; 
but ſome great Scholars tell me, de an 
Ap parent ibus 8 non ene eaden of 3 
ratio, 
J 'You have been. often removing, now 
| give me leave to remove too; but what 
ſhall I remove ? Why, when my Hand is 
in I will &en remove every thing, Time 
and Place in particular, and ſee what a 
mortal Confuſion I ſhall make in Chrono- 
ly and erg. As for the Diſtin- 
Qion 


=. tu! 
ktiancherween Per ons, Fathers and Sons 
Tertan, remove That and They are both 
One, and Tam affaid * the Light of 
pt 2 will be purzled to give di- 
* ffinc Names to each of theſe Perſuns. 
Derr Sir, give me leave to make theſe 
| Removes uſeful to your ſelf and every bo- 
dy elſe: Pirſt, vemove the Sophiſtry 
of Words and Arguments whereby this 
Doctrine is ſupported, and the vilent 
"Threats Wherewith it is obtruded upon 
the Reaſen of Mankind, and then their 
Eyes wil be opened, and they will ſee 
BY KG Light of Nur the 'Falfity-of | 
Jo Teber as plain as the Noſe in my 
Face; ich you know: iv recharktable 
bor Nes. Size and Seituation. =p 
u I conſider with you the en 
* Man, or the firſt Man in Humane Na- 
ture, ſuch as lie was before the firſt 
1 Wen was made but of his Sub- 
ee ſtanceꝰ, and can find but a meer 
mln fer ſe; with Reſpect to his Foſte- 
rity— Ihe had none as yet, n nor any 


Tools to work upon; this duly conſi- 4 


detedythie Light of N ature will not eil 
him Father. i 1 


1 
6 as, 1 apply chte as you 
do, and owa, God is properly ſtiled God 
as being Goodneſs itſelf in the Abſtracꝶ. 
«. But wich reſpect to —- 
You will agree with me, after Adana 
| found Eve, and got under her Green Aa- 
pron, tis probable, in Ten Months: he 
found a Third; © concerning which be- 
« gotten Perſon, there can he no Diffis 
E culty ia ſtiling him the S. But L 
am afraid you will find a great deal to 
da, before you can oO ee 
as his naven Daddy. 
As to your Obſerveiogs on tha Ani 
mal Spirits, they may be good, nay very 
good; hut the remaining Part of that 
Sion, © for Diſfinctiam ſake I profeſs 
I don't underſtand ; therefore bumbly 
deſire yau'll explain yaur Meaning in 
the Tenth Edition, or make it an; Appar» 
dix to the Hiſtory of Witebes you have 


ſo long promiſed a Friend of mine. 
© And now, Sir, the Light of Nature 
e ſhews us that * an Unit does not ſub- 
ſiſt in three I-mtegcal Numbers, nor that 
theſe Three are Fiuſt, Second, and Third. 
"1 And 
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And ſince tlie 2 or 'Power of a U- 
nit is undivided and wholly in its ſelf, 
therefore the natural Value cannot be- 
long to the other Figures, but ſtill a 


Numerical Propriety may belong to each. 


To what elſe now can we aſtribe 
the ready Aſſent given to this Do- 


* Arine;” but to a humane Engine 
made of Birch, or more coercive Mate. 


rials, inflicted on Mankind by Perſons 


ho have © deprav'd their Reaſon and 


“ Underſtanding with Pretencesꝰ to 
Faith and Myſtery, « and Wiſdom a- 


4 bove what is written ” ? 


As for the Terins SabNtante-and Attvi® 
butes, Perſonal and Properties, Orthodox 


and Heterodox, Schiſm and Hereſy ; and 
many more made uſe of by your ſelf 


and your Friends; They put me in 
mind of a merry String of Words we 


often play d upon at School?! 


„„ 
0 » # * > Y * 
8 ' 


„ 
A clever ſort of a This and That and 
Tother; either this and That and 
Tocher, or neither This and That and 
Tother. Oh Heydecker ! match it the 
next Maſquerade if you can. 1 
But go on Sir, © Tho' it may credibly 
< he ſaid the Orthodox Notion of the 
« Trinity“: Piſh, why Orthodox ? I hate 
that hard Word, pray unbutton it, and 
let us know what it does and does not 
ſignify, for I have heard in ſome Coun- 
tries it ſtands for Glaſs of Wine and a 
Toaſt, by. way of Whet ; for a Double 
Chin, a Coach and Six, a black Roſe, 
(nay a White one too, on a particular 
Day,) a Prunella Gown, a White Frock, 
and perhaps a ' Hoop-Petticoat. In ano- 
ther Place it ſignifies an Elbow Chair, a 
high-crown'd Hat, a Bunch of Keys, 
Leiger-de-main, and abundanee of e5ca's. 
Youll pardon this ſhort, but neceſſary. 
Digreſſion. We now proceed. OR. 
And therefore, © Tho' it may credibly 
ce be ſaid, the orthodox Notion of the 
Trinity was Revealed“. How, Sir! Re- 
vealed, I have miſtaken you all along! I 
thought you had been enquiring whether 
| | D ” > 


's 


18 F. 
it had not been diſcoverable by the Light 
of Nature; but I find your are willing to 
have two Strings to your Bow. Well, 
but let us ſee how it was revealed : Why, 


© by God himſelf to Adam“; by Adam 


(upon his meer Say-ſo, it ſeems, like our 


modern Scandal) © to Methuſalah who 


livd (the Lord knows how long) * 
Noah was of the Age to receive it”, but 
at what Age that was, you have not 
thought fit. to tell us; therefore I deſire 


your Opinion, whether. his Nonage or 


Dotage was the moſt proper Time. Our 
Naturaliſts indeed agree that, in this 
Climate, grafting upon a. young Stock 
makes the beſt Improvement, and our 
Old Women and Prieſts take their Mea- 
ſures accordingly, and inculcate the Ter- 
rours of Gods and Ghoſts into the earli- 
eſt Youth, which, tis obſerv'd, they ſel- 
dom get rid of as long as they live; 
but be that as it will, © Noah told the 
&« Story to Sem, and he to Abraham, and 
« ſo on by an hereditary Right” with 
the Crook and the Cann ; Now I can't. 
ſee by this, that any of theſe Gentlemen 
took the leaſt Notice of it to their young- 
er 


[19] 
er Children, or the collateral Branches of 
their Families, tho' I believe ſome weak 
People will agree that Noah had much 
better have inſtilled this into his Daugh- 
ters, than ſomething elſe. Sed de hoc quere * 
1 wiſh, dear Sir, you had ſtifled this 
Part of the Matter, for fear ſome .of 
the Diſaffected ſhould borrow your 
very Words and put them to an 
ill Uſe : No leſs than ſetting afide our 
preſent glorious | Monarch, becauſe he 
happens. to fail in his linea] Deſcent from 
Wi lliam I. or James II. 3 
I obſerve, Sir, in your Method of 
Revelation, or handing "Ho the Story, 
(the Words .imply the. ſame) you con- 
fine it to the Eldeft Son in each Family, 
and keep it as a Secret from the younger 
Fry; to account for which, I fancy you 
had regard to your beloved Patriarchal 
Scheme; for according to your Notion, 


they were not only Kings, but Priefts al- 


ſo, and that Jure Divino too; ſo that they = 
could exerciſe a twofold Tyranny over 
their Brethren, a Temporal and a Spi- 
ritual, You have done very well to 

| equip them with ſuch a Power, to di- 
TT ſtinguiſh 
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was an Obſervation ory made by. 
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ſtinguiſn between o] Clergy 150 the | 
People, as old Ambroſe u sd to ſay. We 
have indeed in this Age mended the 
Matter much, to the wonderful Morti- 
fication of the ſpiritual Powers, and by 
a peculiar Cuſtom they're exempted, as 
well as Butchers are, by Law, from a 
Vote, where the Blood of any Subject TTY 


in Danger; tho' they ſtill, to keep up 


their Port, retain amongſt themſelves 
the honourable Name of Spiritual Prin- 
ces, Ambaſſadors, and I know not what, 
and are 1 ſtriving to regain their loſt 
Advantage, I mean tyrannizing over our 
Reaſon, and dark' . the * of Na- 
ture. | 

And as he Prieſt had then both 
Swords in his Hand, and never fail'd to 
make a free Uſe of them, to this we 


muſt aſcribe the ready Aſſent given ta 


this Doctrine, by all Men who durſt 
not ſee or hear with their own Eyes or 
Ears, but deprav'd their rational Facul- 
ties with Vifions and Dreams, or ſome· 
thing near a-kin to them. 

Perhaps you may have heard that it 


St, 


3 © 


1 
St, MICH L of H—-m---y----th ; 
that the Clergy had never good Times 
ſince Abby Lands were taken from the 
Church, and the Bible given to the Lai- 
ty, with Liberty to judge of it as they 
thought fit. And his Veracity you'll 
never queſtion, as often as you think of 
the Diſputes of the B------ of Cale 
and Doctor Don Andrew Snap Shorto de 

 Tefly. © And fo now few Infidels to the 
cc Doctrine“ of the Trinity are to be 
found amongſt the learned Bigots, none 
cat all among the illiterate People. 

From all theſe foregoing Premiſes I take 

the Liberty to aſſert | 


1. That Second ood Third do imply 
 Subordination. 

2. That tho' Mr. Joſhi Ben Adonijah 

Logos, the Few, is a very old Gentleman 
and has a long Beard, yer his Father is 
many Years older. 
3. That One is but One, a4 Three are 
more than One; and whatever M. A. 
teaches his Scholars otherwiſe, ought to 
be wala out of his Dei. 


And 


Twi 
And I think theſe Concluſions * are 
« as natural as our Notions of a: God, 


« andareas readily aſſented to as ſpokenꝰ „ 


I remember a few Days ſince, in Com- 
pany with ſome Gentlemen belonging 
to the Trinity-Houſe, I made an Experi- 

ment upon the old Apple-Moman at the 
Corner of our Alley. I agreed with her 
for one Pippin, and choſe Three exactly 
alike for Size and Colour, and put em 
into my Pocket. The old Woman de- 
manded more Money ; but 1 inſiſting that 
theſe Three Pippins were but one Pip- 
pin, and that 'twas as plain as the Noſe 
on her Face, ſhe immediately raisd a 
Mob upon us, and your Friends were 


ſufficiently ſatisty d how little Nature 


has to do in your new Diſcovery. 
c Let every Chriſtian lay his Hand 
upon his Heart, and ask himſelf how 
he hopes to be foved” ; Whether by 
Faith, fully practiſ ing what he is ratio- 
nally convinc'd is his Duty to practice, 
or by a blind implicite Adherence 2 
what a Pack of old Fellows, contrary to © 
the ſtrongeſt Convictions of Senſe and 
ten, ſhall impoſe, whoſe Ignorance 
er 
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or W may be as much greater 
than a ſingle Perſon's, as © the multipli- 
ed Subſiſtence” is more, according to 
your own Way of Reaſoning, p. 32. 
For I conclude the Inperfectiont, as well 
| as the Perfeftions of humane Nature, 
1 2 be work'd by the lame Rule in 
i Arithmetic. 
If Religion was not the Subject wA ra- 
tional Enquiry. I don't ſee how the 
Text could call it a Reaſonable Service, or 
the honeſt Apoſtle adviſe to give a Rea- 
ſon for the Faith that is in us. We ſee 
our Saviour himſelf, after his Reſurre- 
ction, appeal'd to the rational Faculties 
of Thomas, and ſubjects the Proof of the 
Fact to the Conviction of his own Sen- 
ſes, without terrifying the poor ſcrupu- 
lous Fellow with the Language of our 
hopeful Saint: ATHANASIUSI 
mean : After whoſe Example indeed too 
many modern Zealots have, and would 
{till continue to copy; and as an Earneſt 
of their Fire and Brimſtone hereafter, give 
the doubting Wretch over to Fire and | 
Faggot . Oh ! the irreſiſtible Force | 
of Humane Engines when * apply d! 1 
That 
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And I think theſe Concluſ ons are 


ee as natural as our Notions of a. God, 
and areas readily aſſented to as ſpoken” * 


I remember a few Days ſince, in Com- 


pany with ſome Gentlemen belonging 

to the Trinity-Houſe, J made an Experi- 
ment upon the old Apple-Woman at the 
Corner of our Alley. I agreed with ner 


for one Pippin, and choſe Three exactly 
alike for Size and Colour, and put em 


into my Pocket. The old Woman de- 


manded more Money ; but I inſiſting that 
theſe Three Pippins were but one Pip- 
pin, and that 'twas as plain as the Noſe 


on her Face, ſhe immediately raisd a 
Mob upon us, and your Friends were 
ſufficiently ſatisty d how little Nature 


has to do in your new Diſcovery. 


«© Let every Chriſtian lay his Hand 
ce upon his Heart, and ak himſelf how 
he hopes to be ſaved” ; | Whether by 
Faith, fully practiſing ak he is ratio- 


nally convincd is his Duty to practice, 


or by a blind implicite Adherence to 
what a Pack of old Fellows, contrary to 
the ſtrongeſt Convictions of Senſe and 
Reaſon, ſhall impoſe, whoſe Ignorance i 

or 


4 
1 + 4 
4 
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or Kn. -ty, may be as much greater 


N j than a ſingle Perſon's, as © the multipli- 
ed Subliſtence” is more, according to 


your own Way of Reaſoning, p. 32. 
For I conclude the Inperfections, as well 
as the Perfeftions of humane Nature, 
may be work'd by the ſame Rule in 
Arithmetic. 
If Religion was not the Subject of ra- 
tional Enquiry. I don't ſee how the 
Text could call it a Reaſonable Service, or 
the honeſt Apoſtle adviſe to give a Rea- 
ſon for the Faith that is in us. We ſee 
our Saviour himſelf, after his Reſurre- 
ction, appeal'd to the rational Faculties 
of Thomas, and ſubjects the Proof of the 
Fact to the Conviction of his own Sen- 
ſes, without terrifying the poor ſcrupu- 
lous Fellow with the Language of our 


hopeful Saint: ATHANASIUS I 


mean After whoſe Example indeed too 


many modern Zealots have, and would 
ſtill continue to copy; and as an Earneſt 
of their Fire and Brimſtone hereafter, give 
the doubting Wretch over to Fire and 
Faggot here. Oh! the irreſiſtible Force 
of Humane Engines when thus apply d! 

3 . ä That 


— 


f 24 J. 
That Alexandrian Gieed-Maker har done 
us much Harm, the Lord retuard him. © 

Mercy and Juſtice are undoubtedly 
among the many Attributes of God, and 
ſo is Wiſdom too, without which that 
great Being would be very imperfect; 
but then how you will reconcile the Pu- 
niſhing himſelf for the Faults of Others, 
to either his. Juſtice, Mercy. or Wiſdom 
eſpecially, I profeſs. the Light of Nature 
will not inform me. 

I could ask another Queſtion in * 
Place; but 1s piſcator ſapit 

Scripture ſays, and the. naturet! Reaſon” 


of Man confirms it, that GOD is but 
One; and the r of theſe two Au- 
thorities more than once aſſerts that our 


Saviour JESUS GHRIST was begot- 


ten, nay Paul to the Galatians ſays, made 


of ia Woman ; both which Opinions ob- 
taind © without Oppoſition.” from Chri- 
ſtians, till a reſtleſs, factious PRIEST 
or DEAcON “ deprayd our natura! 
Notions of God, and by a mobbiſh Choice 
got into the Epiſcopal Chair of Alexan- 
dia, and being inſtigated with a ſavage 
Zeal, not * actually demoliſn'd a 

Church, 


\ 


421 


Church, but Ss. near too overturn'd the 
whole Structure of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on; adding to this, Sacrilege, Ra pe, 
* reaſon and Rebellion againſt his Prince 
and Country: In ſhort, running a Mucle 
againſt all the Ties of civil Society, ſor 
which, I ſuppoſe, he has been ſince 
dubb'd with a ST. before his Name. Glo- 
rious Prieſt! But this, and no other, is your 
famous Creed-maker, oh Trinitarians! 
We have ſeen in thefe our Days, 4 
Fellow of the fame Caſt and Calling, 
riding upon the Shoulders of the Mob, 
and putting the whole Frame of Govern- 
ment into Diſorder and Confuſion; and ſo 
it will ever be as long as we make Prieſts 
of the meaneſt of the People, and ſacred 
Ambaſſadors of thoſe Men, who by their 
Birth, Underſtanding, and Principle, wete 
deſign'd by Nature for Pedlars or Porters: 
Theſe Folk (you wot whom I mean) I 
own may be harmleſs, nay uſeful, if, like 
Fire, they are kept under a skilful Supets 
intendent; but to have our Roaſt Meat, 
and Religion, our Creeds, and our Cab- 
bage, over · cook'd, will never agree with 
the true Er Taſte. 2 
E My 


to keep you Company. 


1261 

My dear Friend, | 

I have made a great Digreſſion, I own, 
bur your Goodneſs will eaſily pardon it 
when I tell you the Occafion, PRIEST, 
CRAFT, Sir, PRIESTCRAFT; 
tis like an Ignis fatuus, if we follow it, 
it leads us naturally out of the Way. But 


I beg you tell me how you call thoſe | 
&« Pretences Atheiſticalꝰ that ſeruple, or 
even deny Revealed Religion; I hve 
confeſs'd the Being of à God may be 
found by a natural Reaſon, and is aſſen- 
ted to, and that He is even worſhipp'd 
by all, under one Name or Form, or a- 
nother. I wiſh for the ſake, of my Fellow 
Labourers in the Pulpits, that you know 
What, and all that, were hut half ſo evi- 
dent, or had obtained half ſo far. And 
ſince you have catch'd up two or three 
Quotations to throw at my Head, you 
will give me leave to return you the 
ſame Weapons, and tell you in the A- 
poſtle's Words: I perceive that in all 
Things ye are too ſuperſtitions. O5 
fooliſh ' Galatians, who hath bemitched 
you? Te worſhip ye know not what. 
#7 Top 


WEE 

You are Zyalonſly affected, but not Mil. 
To ſum up all in a ſhort Compaſs z Tour 
P —fts propheſy Les, and reach for Do- 
ftrines the Commandments of Men. 

If I have miſrecited the Texts, I hope 
your Pardon; for I own, and declare, 
my little Boy's Teſtament #s ſo obliterated 
with the abuſive Handling of the Scholars, 
that I can ſcarce read it at all, And as 
for my large Church Bible, an unlucky 

Parſon is now playing upon it, and I don't 
care to tell him ſo, leſt T ſhould be 
thought to diſturb a licenc'd Preacher. 

I agree with you, Sir, that © there is 
© a great Difference between advancing 
* new Doctrines, and proving old Ones 
« with new Arguments”. And do hearti- 
ly wiſh Athanaſius had carried this Mee 
morandum among his Notes to the Con- 
wotation at Nice, and taken good Heed 
to it too; if he had, I am ſure much 
Blood and Ink-Shed would have been 
prevented, and great Spoil of Paper and 
Time too, And, methinks, if you had 
duly weigh'd and conſidered it alſo when 
you firſt began this Enquiry, it would 
have been very much to your own Eaſe 
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and mine alſo. ' But as to my ſelf, I tell 
you, the Thinneſs of the Town, Scar- 


city of Money, and the Goodneſs of a 


neighbouring Stationer, who ſupplies me 
with Paper and Ink for nothing, makes 
great Abatements in the Reaſon of my 


_ Complaint. 


As to a greater Perſpicuity being re- 
quired in the Arguments for eſtabliſhing 
new Dottrines than proving eld Ones, I 


ſee no Allowance to be made; I opine 


they both require the ſame, and That the 


| higheſt Certainty, no leſs demonſtrative 


than Mathematical, which equally ftrikes 
the Senſes of all Men, : unlearned as well 


As learned. 


In p. 37. you ſay, 6 all derived "ON 


£ are Brethren, Sons of the ſame Father? 


and all Trinity-Mongers agree, the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt are derived Beings; fo 


that here you entirely contradict what 


you have aſſerted p. 34. Set, 5. Me- 


thinks you forget the greateſt Certainty 
required ia advancing new Doftrines ; 


nor does the Argument from natural 
Reaſon carry that Force in the Manner 


you haye BY, it; and 1 believe your 


, own 


[ 29 ] 
own Friends will hardly thank' you for 
your Labour. Your Method of explain- 
ing this Mitter, puts me in mind of s- 
cut uss Definition of a Spoon, that famil- 
liar Inſtrument” to old Nurſes, and Chil- 


dren in the Cradle, which, becauſe it il- 


lucidates much, I will tranſcribe. 
Inſtrumentum quoddim concavo convex» 
um, quo poſits in aliquod, in quo aliud 
quoddam diverſum 4 poſt ito, ante poſitum fu- 
it, & retro poſitum in Os ponentis, concipi- 
tur is, qui poſuit primum poſitum in ſecun- 
dum, ex his poſitis aliquid concludere.. 

A plain Definition! and undoubtedly 
it contributed much to his Querents Un- 


derſtanding, who, as the Story ſays, 


went away compleatly ſatisfied, even as 

your Readers muſt do, if they are not 
errant Blocks. Pray, Sir, take my Advice, 
Samuel, Samuel, go, lye down and ſleep. 


How the ingenious Mr. Mhiſton will 


conduct himſelf, with Relation to help- 
ing the Defects in your Arguments, I 
am not mainly ſollicitous; nor do I think 
that modeſt Gentleman ought to con you 
many Thanks for your ſly Banter, when 
you tell him, Humane Nature is more 

8 per- 
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c perfect in him than your ſelf”. 


1 
— 
k | 


the fame Time repeating in your Mind 


the old Latin Sentence humanum 
errare. | 


had not improv'd his Opportunities 


f 


I perſuade my ſelf, if Mr. Whiſtow 
, Bo 


knowing, by an aſſiduous Application 
to Study, all the Farce and Mimickry you 
Hint at would not have made an Inch 
Difference betwixt you both. I declare 


ſeriouſly, Sir, that I never met with 


one Inſtance in my ſelf, or others, that 
Grace, Ghoſt, or Greet, were ever tranſ- 

ſerr'd hy Slight of Hand, I am highly 
pleas'd, to think I have the Happineſs 
to agree, for once, with the Charch and 
Clergy, and your ſelf, in calling it, by 


way of Eminence, THE IMP OSI. 


TION. 


'You proceed. You, Mr. Whiſton, 
& that are ſo well vers'd in Church Hiſto- 
4 ry, can better account how it comes to 
“ be fo long neglected“; If by it, Sir, 
you mean the Doctrine of Triangles, 
and by ſo long Neglect, the firſt 
300 Years of the Church before it was 


coined, I think he has fully accoun 


ted 
for 


Lal 


for it in every Treatiſe that good Man 
has publiſhed againſt you and your 
Friends : But if by theſe Words you have 


Reſpe& to the Doctrine of the Unitari- 


ans, and would know how that came 
to be almoſt obſolete, I undertake to 
anſwer you, and that in almoft Scripture 
Words: Ever fince Athanaſius and his 
Followers have gone a Whoring after 
other Gods. They would be Doctors 
of the Law, and yet underſtand not 
what they yu neither . 2 
affirm. 

What Evidence you hav to prove 2 
certain Gentleman was at your Elbow 
at the Time of Writing, I know not; 
perhaps Inſpiration, perhaps the Light 
of Nature; but we won't diſpute 5 
Fact, nor enquire into his Buſineſs ; 
might be, for ought I know, ſome 45 
fair in your own Way; pray uſe him 
kindly, We read of a Nameſake of his 
without any Title, who left a Cloak and 
ſome Writings, many Years ago, at 
Troas; I cannot believe in Pawn, tho? 
an old 8 ſays ſo. | 


. 
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1 wiſh, Sir, you had run your Ring in 
the plain Path of our Mother-Tongue, 
T could then have followed cloſe at your 


Heels, but to jump into a Thicket of 


Heathen Creek, looks like a Shift or Dou- 
ble to eſcape my Purſuit; However, I 
{hall beat you out with a Vengeance; 


Come on then. T2? , wi Se, all In. 


terpreters agree, ſignifies, He hath fhewed” 
thee, O Man, what is Good, “ And is it 
« impoſſible to be known, by the Light 5 
« of Nature, whether ” a Unite is One 


ſingle 1. or Three 1. I. 1. I anſwer for 


my wh and the reſt of the e Jury, Ir is 
not. 

No aver have I beat you out of. one 
Harbour, but you endeavour, like a hunt- 
ed Deer, to {helter your ſelf amongſt a 
Herd; I hope, ſor their own Safety, * 
they'll oblige you to quit their Compa- 
ny, and leave me to - follow. you over 
heatheniſh Hills and Dales; and I tell- 
you that Polytheiſm is as much excuſea- | 
ble in the Heathen Pantheon, as in the 


Athanaſi an Church. | 
You have allow'd 0 the . : 


knew God governed by a Mediator, 


which | 


[33 ] 
which they took to be an Angel; but 
| how yon can allow em preſently to 
_ miſtake the Devil for that Mediator, 
meerly becauſe he pretended to it, that 
I know not. Let us turn this to the 
common Affairs of Life; and then ler me 
hear your Judgment. Suppoſe then, I 
ſend my Man Dermor (my Mediator, 
whom you know) to your Office, with 
ſuch a valuable Moveable as. a Gold 
Watch, to raiſe half a Dozen Pieces; 
and after ſome time, John 4 Nokes (a 
ſly Fellow) brings you the Money again, 
and the Intereſt for your Trouble, would 


itt be excufable in you, to deliver poor 


Tatler to that Devil, meerly becauſe he 
60 rey to be impowred to fetch 
it? Truly I miſtruſt your Board of Di- 
rectors would order, that as you had 
made a Miſtake, you ſhould make a Re- 
paration alſo. A 
I own © we may credit Theaphila or 
Duncan Campbell, when they let us know 
they dreamed laſt Night; but I cannot 
from thence believe them, or you nei- 
ther, in this Particular, that your Do- 
 Qrine of the Trinity may be known by 
natural Reaſon; and certainly whoe- 
ver does, he may be of Opinion” alſo, 
that the Man in the Moon drinks nothing 
"bis Claws. {7 i 


7 . 


„ 
gut then, Sir, it will not be ſollow- 
* ing that Light of * natural Reaſon, if 
© we charge God with Imperfection”, 
ſuch as an Inability to bring about his 
own great Deſigns, viz. the Happineſs 
of Mankind, without ſtartling our Reaſon, 

and ſhocking our natural Faculties. 
:  * Ta this Arguing from the Perfection 
of Man to the Perfection of God, we 
<« muſt remove all the Imperfections of 
Humane Nature”, and if we do, it 
will be plain, down goes the Church, 
down go Prieſts and Prieſt-Craft 'too ; 
What the End of theſe Things will be, I 
confeſs gives me terrible Apprehenſions. 
I have taken Courage therefore Sir, 
1 have examined this Argument, but 
have not met with it in all the Wri- 
'& tings of the Primitive Jacob Behmen, 
„ or the Modern“ Revelation of Jere- 
mich Pan Huſen; but when I do, © and it 
„ convinces me, I will acknowledge it 

P ſÄ» lt... wrd 
J am nat the firſt Man who has 
* dazled my Eyes by gazing” upon a 
5 pretty Wench by Candle-Light. . What 
then? tis but paying for peeping, I ſhut 
my Eyes, and blink for ten Seconds of a 
Minute, and all's well again; Citò Twie 
A b 
1 wiſh the ſame Methods would give 
me any Hopes of performing as ſpeedy a 
ME - HM ure 
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Cure upon your good Self, and many of 
my dear Friends, who by poring upon 
ſomething elſe, ſeem (if not Stone- blind) 
to be very dark, ay as dark as the My- 
ſtery it ſelf; I ſhould with Alacrity un- 
dertake it: But as your Diſtemper has 
been Hereditary for about Thirteen Hun- 


dred | and Fourſcore Years, : I. find you 55 


have contracted a kind of habitual Stub- 
bornneſs, and almoſt Averſion a Cure: 
But take Comfort when I tell you, 
(and I ſee with the Eyes of an Artiſt) 
that there are many viſible Abatements 
io the moſt ugly Symptoms And 'we 
can produce à great Bundle of Certifi., 
cates from Perſons of Honour, (would 
they give us leave to publiſh, their 
N 5 as well as Poor, many emis 
neat Cures perform'd already, and more 
are daily adding to the Number. 
Common Gratitude obliges me to 
thank you for your good Advice, as I do 
by theſe Preſents; I have made the Expe- 
riment, but can ſee nothing my ſelf 
With my Eyes ſhut; what the induſtri- 
ous Company of Barber Surgeons may 
diſcover with their Eyes open I can't 
tell; but the Light of Nature tells me, 
tis neither for my Pleaſure nor Profit 
to come under their Knifg; but thus far 
I am affured, if I would blindfold my 
ſelf, and leave off being guided by own 


F 2 Scales, 


s 

Senſes, 1 ſhould do as all your Party do, 
and joyn with you in blundering over 
Hedge and Ditch, Churches and Stee- 
ples, or any thing elſe. ne 
But now, Sir, ſince the Light of N. 
Fare in you has grop'd up this wonderful 
 #Mftery, which has puzzled the Reaſon of 
_ ſeveral Ages; I could heartily wiſh for 
your own great Emolument and mine too, 
ui- 

zer 


that you would make ſome further En 
ries; and pray, Sir, let the next be, whe: 
the revealed Myſtery, or myſterious Revs 
lation of John is not alſo as plain, by the 
Eight of Nature, as that One is not leſs 
than Three, and Three are not more thun 
In the mean time, open your Eyes 
and lift up your Voice, and fay heartily 
and fincerely with us and the Text, 


Caſt away profane and vid Wives Fables, 
e Saying, and by all As 
worthy to be recieved, © 
There is (but) ONE Gop, and One 
Mediator between God and Man; which ir 
the MAN Chriſt Jeſus, ee 


\ 


3 > © PO S T. 


call'd; at the ſame time that I have 


| [37] 
POSTSCRIPT. 


8 I R, | td 
Erhaps it may be . [that I 
_ ſhould give ſome Reaſons: for over- 
Jooking the Reverend Dr. Waterlana, 
that Champion of Orthodoxy,. as he is 


thought fit toanſwer Mr. Hipgs, 1 muſt 
needs own, my chief Reaſen is, that 
I'think you the more conſiderable, - as 
you are the more explicite, Writer: 
You have declar'd openly for a Plu- 
rality of Gods, or Three diſtin Perſons 
in the ſame divine Nature; and have ar. 
gu'd that ſuch an Exiſtence of Perſons is 
a Perfection of chat Nature: And that by 
Perſod-you really mean a diſtinct Intelli- 
gepocg, is clear from the main Argument 
in your Poſtſcript, drawn from the Perte- 
Lion of humane Nature ſubſiſting in more 
Perſons than One: And all this you are 
| ſo good as to endes vour to prove by the 
| Light of Nature. The learned Doctor, 

on ** contrary, has no one clear Propo- 
ſition : He ſtrenuouſly inſiſts thar there 
are 
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are T hree Perſons i in the Godhead, but 
that. thele being divine: Perſons, we an 


have no Idea of chat Word; and aſſerts 


that it does not mean Being or Iatelli- 
gence, in the common: Import of thoſe” 
Words; but with the learned Dr. Ben- 
net intimates Them to be Three divine 
Somewhats, He is ſo far from endeavour= 
ing to prove with you that this is diſco» 


verable by the Light of Nature, that he 
will not ſuffer any Arguments from 
thence to be admitted: Nay, not content 


with what the Scripture has ſaid on this 
Head, his chief. Reſort is to the Autho- 
rity of the Fathers and Councils; I there- 
fore, Sir, think my ſelf ſufficiently juſti- 
fy'd in negleQing this Learned Man ; and 


ſhall continue to regard you as the more 
worthy my Notice, as there is a Poſſibili- 


ty of knowing your Opinion, however 


— you have defended 1 „„ 
VOY am, ; LETT 2.8 

'S I N, | 5 — 

, humble — 


91 #48 4 


